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REMARKS 

I. Introduction 

In response to the Office Action dated September 10, 2004. claims 5, IB, and 31 have been 
cancelled and claims 1, 13, 14, 26. 27, and 39 have been amended. Claims 1-4, 6-17. 19-30, and 32- 
39 remain in the application. Re- examination and re-consideration of the application, a, amended, is 
requested. 

A. The Nakano Reference 

U.S. Publication No. 2002/0055847, published May 9, 2002 to Nakano et al. disclose a 
method and apparatus of prodding secure nausactions on a network. A method of. and apparatus 
for. doing business transactions on a network, such as the Internet, is described. Purchases are 
carried out in a secure way such that there is a minimum possibility that the customer's financial or 
billing information can be stolen. An input device, such as a set top box, television browser, is 
provided at a customer's location. The input device has a unique identification code. 'Irua cod© is 
stored on a first server connected to * network, such the Internet, prior to conducting any 
Transactions. Customer specific financial and/or billing information is also stored on the first server- 
The customer is then connected to the desired location on the network through a second server to 
conduct a transaction. The identification code of the input device is also provided to the second 
server connected to the network. The second server has secure access to the customet specific 
information located on the first server, for billing the customer. Where die input device is a set top 
box browser, a smart card port may be provided. As a marketing device, the smart card can be 
provided by a vendor. The smart card is encoded with the URL location of the vendor's website. A 
user inserts the smart card into the input device, such as a television set top bo* browser, to 
automatically connect to the vendor's wuliMto. By using a smart card, infotmation can be 
downloaded from the vendor's website to the customer's smart card. 
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B. The Hayward Reference 

U.S. Publication No. 2003/0023703, published January 30, 2003 to Hayward et al. disclose a 
context sensitive wcMxied user support. A method of providing support to a user of a computet 
peripheral includes sensing a peripheral indicia at a computer and registering the peripheral and 
downloading from a server additional information about the peripheral based on the peripheral 
indicia. The peripheral indicia includes any of a model number, a part number, a serial number, a 
date of manufacturer and a configuration indicia. Registering the peripheral is performed by 
launching a communications browser to connect to the server. The method also s«n*« a peripheral 
condition at the computet where the peripheral condition includes either an error code or a code 
indicative of * consumable reaching a predetermined threshold or both. This method accesses the 
server at. an address defined by the peripheral condition, and the server provides the browser with 
additional information about the peripheral condition. 

C. The Kuo Reference 

U.S. Publication No. 2003/012061 5, published June 26, 2003 to Kuo discloses a process and 
mechod for secure online transactions witn calculated risk and against fraud. An electronic 
commerce process that racilitarcs online mvnaactiorta among multiple participants, that prevents 
consumer fraud due to pirated payment card numbers, with calculated risk, involving at least one 
trusted payment card host (3). where buyer's payment card number is registered and corresponding 
secret keys are set up. 'Hie buyer (lb) initiates an online transaction by selecting a host from a list of 
hosts that served by the seller's web server (2a). Then, the buyer participant (la) sends an order 
online (4), SSL encrypted. The seller participant (2a) receives and decrypts the order, confirms the 
availability of ordered items, assigns an otderlD to the order, and sends a response (5a), SSI- 
encrypted, to the buyer participant (1 a) widi the assigned ordcrTD. Ihe buyer participant (la) 
encrypts and notifies the selected host (3) of this order and ortlcrlD, and authorizes the payment 
(6a) using secret keys. At the same time, the seller participant also encrypts and sends payment 
approval request (7) for this orderiD through the host. The host (3) decrypts and matches up the 
ordcrlD, retrieves die secret keys, and hashes to obtain the corresponding payment card number. 
The host then encrypts and send for payment authorization (8a) from the payment card issuer with 
the payment card number, through payment clearing network. Upon receiving and decrypting the 
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respond (9) back from the payment card issuer, the host (3) encrypts and notifies (10a) the seller 
participant (2a) of the card issuer's response (9) for the otderlD. After fulfilling the ordex (1 1 .12), 
the seller participant encrypts and sends for payment capturing (13a) for this order with orderlD, 
through the host and payment network (l4aj 5,16). 

D. The Yuen Reference 

PC*r International Patent Application WO 97/31479, published August 28, 1997 by K 
Guide Inc. and invented by Henry C. Yuen disclose* « two-way interactive television system. Yuen 
describes a system for two-way cornmuni cation between a television viewer operating a remote 
control unit to control a television and a television signal or other information provider located at a 
central site. A set-top box coupled to % television includes an infrared receiver to receive command 
signals from the remote control unit, a pager transmitter to transmit messages to the television signal 
or other information provider, and a pager receiver to receive confirmation messages from the 
television signal or other information provider. Also included is a controller to control reception of 
command signals from the remote control unit, reception of a television signal, display of the 
television signal on the television, translation of the command signal* into mcartftges to be eent by 
the pager transmitter, reception of confirmation messages from the pager receiver, and display of 
received confirmation messages on the television. Alternatively, the infrared receiver, pager 
transmitter, pager receiver, and controller are integral with die television. 

UI. O ffice Action Ptw Art Rejections 

Tn paragraphs (l)-(2), the Office Action rejected claims 1, 3-6, 11,12, 14, 16-19, 24, 25, 27, 
29-32, 37, and 38 under 35 U.S.C § 102(e) as anticipated by Nakano et al, US. Publication No. 
2002/0055847 Al (Nakano). In paragraphs (3)-(4), the Office Action rejected claims 2, 9, 15, 22, 
2S, and 35 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakano. in paragraph (5), the Office 
Acrion rejected claims 7, B, 20, 21, 33, and 34 under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) a* being unpatentable over 
Nakano as applied to claims 1, 14» and 27, and further in view of Hayward et al, U.S. Publication 
No. 2003/0023703 (Hayward). Tn paragraph (6), the Office Action rejected diiims 10, 23, and 36 
under 35 U.S.C §103 (a) as being unpatentable over Nakano as applied to claims 9, 22, and 35, and 
further in view of Kuo, US. Publication No. 2003/0120615 (Kuo). In paragraph (7), the Office 
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Action rejected claims 13, 26, and 39 under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) as being unpatentable over Nakano in 
view of Yuen ec al, (Yuen). 

Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections. The amended claims generally provide a 
method of delivering purchase information. Specifically, purchase information for a good or service 
purchased by a user is received in a set top box. The claims detail that the purchase information was 
obtained through a user communicating with a set top box. *i1ie purchase information is then 
stored in a smart card in the set top box. The set top box is configured to perform various tasks 
including receiving broadcast signals and enabling the display of the signal* on a presentation device 
(e.g., a television). The box is also enabled to automatically obtain an Internet connection, establish 
a secure electronic connection (with a server) through the Internet connection, and transmit the 
purchase information and a smart card identification number to the server. The cited references fail 
to teach these various claim limitations. 

The Office Action relied on Nakano as the primary reference in rejecting the independent 
claims. In this regard, Nakano was relied upon for teaching the storage of purchase information on 
a smart card. Specifically, the Office Action provided that the serial number to enable a purchase, 
and the website the purchase takes place at is equivalent to the claimed purchase information. 
Applicants have amended the claims to specify that the purchase information ia for a good ot service 
purchased by the user. In addition, the claims provide that the purchase ^formation that is stored is 
obtained through the user communicating with the set top box. Further, the claims now provide 
that in addition to transmitting the purchase information, the set top box transmits a smart card 
identification number to the server. Accordingly, the claims provide that the purchase information 
is not merely a serial number but instead includes information obtained from a user relating to a 
purchase of a good or service. Further, the claimed purchase information is also not merely a URL 
for a web site where a purchase may be conducted but instead is information obtained from a user 
relating to a purchase. 

In Nakano, a amare catd may contain a unique aerial number (for the card) and may also 
contain a preprogrammed URK for a server the user can shop at (see paragraph [0033]). However, 
unlike the present claims, thti unique serial number is clearly distinguishable from and is different 
from the purchase information that is claimed. In this regard, by claiming the transmission of both 
purchase information and a serial number, the claims clearly provide that the serial number is 
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differ from the purchase information, la addition, Nakano's URL is not equivalent to and docs 
not Mdb. disclose, or suggest, implicitly, or explicitly, the purchase information. As claimed, the 
purchase information is obtained through communication with a user. However, in Nakano, the 
URL is pre-stored on the smart card and distributed to the user such that when the user insert* the 
smart card into the set top box. the customer is connected to the sever (see paragraphs [0033]- 
[00341). l« this regard, Nakano's URL is not obtained through interaction with a user. Instead, it v, 
pre-pix>gwrnrned in the card. 

Applicants note that examples of the purchase information that may be stored on the smart 
card can identify the particular purchase made by the user (e.g., for a pay-per-view program or 
electronic commerce traction). It is this purchase information that is obtained from the user and 
stored on the smart card that is transmitted to the server. Nakano completely fails u> teach such 
obtaining, storage and transmittal. Again, the present invention is directed towards leveraging an 
Internet (or data paging network) to transmit information relating to a user-made purchase to a 
server. A smart card m a set top box is used to store the information until the Internet connection is 
established at which point the purchase information stored on the smart card is rransmittcd to the 
appropriate server. Nakano clearly tails to teach any such invention, implicitly or explicidy. Instead, 
Nakano teaches the storage of a URL on a smart c*rd that ha* an ID and when a user inserts a smart 
card, the user is connected with the URL. Such a teaching is not remotely equivalent not similar to 

th* invention as claimed. 

Original claims 5, 1 8, and 31 were directed towards die smart card. In rejecting these claims, 
the Office Action relied on Nakano paragraphs 29 and 33. The amended claims now include smart 
card limitations. However, Applicants note that the smart card limitations are very detailed in that 
the information that is stored on the smart card is obtained from a user and that same mformation is 
transmitted across the Internet to a server. Paragraphs 29 and 33 fail to teach such Urrutatiorw with 
respect to the smart card. Instead paragraph [0029] merely describca that information can bo stored 
and read from a smart card- Farther, paragraph [0029] describe that information can be 
downloaded and stored on the smart card and may also contain a serial number. However, such a 
teaching docs not even remotely describe an interactive purchase made by a user wherein purchase 
information obtained from such a purchase is stored on the smart card- Instead, paragraph [0029] 
merely supports the concept that URL can be stored on the smart card before the card is given to 
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the «ct. In fact, N*kano ^cifically describes a shopping ser^ce handing out or mailing the smart 
card with the Internet URL for the service's website stored on the smart card (see paragraph [0032]). 
Such a teaching is completely contrary to the teaching of the present invention where the 
information that is stored on the smart is obtained from a user during a purchase and is not pre- 
stored before a purchase is conducted. 

Applicant* also submit that the other references also fail to cure the deficiencies of Nakano. 
In view of the above, Applicants submit that the various elements of the Applicant claimed 
invention together provide operational advantage, over the systems discloaed in Nakano, Hayward. 
Kuo, and Yuen, In addition, Applicants' invention solves problems not recognized by Nakano, 
Wayward, Kuo, and Yuen. 

IV. ngpHftdftnt Claims 

Dependent claims 2-4, 6-12, 15-17, 19-25, 28-30, and 32-38 incorporate the limitations of 
their related independent claims, and arc therefore patentable on this basis. In addition, these claims 
recite novel elements even more remote from the cited references. Accordingly, the Applicants 
respectfully request that these claims be allowed as well. 
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V. Conclusion 

In view of the above, it is submitted that this application is now in good order for albwance 
and such allowance is ruefully solicited Should the Examiner believe minor matters srili remain that 
can be resolved in a telephone interview, the Examiner is urged to call Applicants' undersigned 
attorney. 

Respectfully submitted, 




. Grunebach> Registration N(/ 33,179 
f for Applicants 



Date: December 2, 2004 

The DIRECTV Group, Inc. 

RE/RU /A109 

P.O. Box 956 

2250 E. Imperial Highway 

El Segundo, CA 90245-0056 



Phone:(310)964-4615 
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